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original and creative genius was required to bring
the modern naval system into triumphant being.
Like all political heads, Elizabeth was sensitive
to public opinion; and public opinion was ignorant
enough to clamor for protection by something that
a man could see; besides which there were all those
weaklings who have been described as the old
women of both sexes and all ages, and who have
always been the nuisance they are still. Adding
together the old views of warfare, which nearly
everybody held, and the human weaknesses we
have always with us, there was a most dangerously
strong public opinion in favor of dividing up the
navy so as to let enough different places actually
see that they had some visible means of divided
defence.

The 30th of March, 1588, is the day of days to be
remembered in the history of sea power because it
was then that Drake, writing from Plymouth to
the Queen-in-Council, first formulated the true
doctrine of modern naval warfare, especially the
cardinal principle that the best of all defence is to
attack your enemy's main fleet as it issues from its
ports. This marked the birth of the system per-
fected by Nelson and thence passed on, with many
new developments, to the British Grand Fleet in